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Early History of 
Grand River Township, Madison County, Iowa. 


Bia Orne Yok Hepes 


"Backward, turn backward, » 
Oh time, in thy flight" 


and let us roam again over the hills and yvules of Grand River Township 

eS it was in its primitive days. Just for a starting roint, we state 
that in God's gracious providence, Iowu vas admitted as a state into the 
Union Dec. 28, 1846. Madison County was organized April 1850. A few 
years later the county was divided into towmshins, of which Grand River 
was established by the County Court Mar. 1, 1258 While the tomship 

was not designated until a few years after the first settlers cane, we 
are desoribing them, in part, as having settled in what was later the var- 
lous sections of the townshin. 


| Grand River Township 1s located in the southwest comer of Ma~ 
dison County, bounded on the north by “ebster Towmshin, on the east by 
Monroe Township, on the south by Union County end on the west by Adair 


County and contains thirty-six square miles. It is in the great natural 


divide between tue Mississippi and Missouri rivers, surplus water fron 


this township flowing to each of these rivers. This land consists of 
prairie, rolling and hilly country lying on eithor side of Grand River, 


which is the main stream and extends northwest to southeast through the 
township, being heavily timbered on either side. 


Nearly eighty-five years have passed since the first adventu- 
rous inmigrants cane to this part of the county, which was later desig- 
nated as Grand River Townshin and cast their lot in the unknow frontier, 
Which was at that time a bleak country, inhsbited only by herds of decor, 
élk, screeching panthers, howling wolves, other wild animale and also 
the roaming Indians. Previous to any permanent settlers arriving hore, 


@ trail of Mormons had passed through, lingering long enough to build a 


bridge across Grand River in Section 8, that others of their followers 


might be able to cross the river with less difficulty. Then they passed 
on to the far west. | 


Not being the vossessors of autorobiles and the modern trailors, 
the greater portion of the early settlers came in the old fashioned vrali- 
rie schooners, some of them being drawn by ox-teans, with all of their 
earthly belongings tucked away in their wagons, which as a rule, included 


not only all of their material substance, but from one to six or eight 
children, the entire fanily being as hamny ag if they were coning across 


the country to the unknom land of the then far west in the superfine 


Streamlines of today. 


tid 
Sarre? seved bet Yo eo bey £ ore 
eingea ow Sater nabeatde B 40d s . saya ¢. ee ees 
ert offal ddada 6 @a he shctgt 2 Say gos celts ‘ eng ot 
A .0@8! Fisqk Be: tisayro Rew ae noe fh i St 8s 
rovinri OMA iniry To pea wor oynt bedivih ese sag ert, > 
. ay olla Jub ,t .95M Sesod ysemod emt we boda tfefe 
| Fey? oxi ils easey rol s fitae bedass tees 4 
FET 4 pot77Oen Siva & ,wJ%2q NF of meds aot 
‘isemos eff To anclzoeg 


te 


iia yee 


a Those who came were not the shiftless or hopeless, who aimless-~ 
ly roam and ramble over the earth with no desire for anything higher then 
merely a temporary stopping place, but it was those who had high ideals 
and ambitions for themselves and their families and had the desire to 
leave an inheritance to their future vosterity that would tell for tine 
and etemity. Quite unlike the proverbial ranchman or westerner, rough in 
habits and language, uncouth and without regard for God or man, the greater 
portion of the early setticrs vere married people with families and wore 
very religous and devout Christians, crecting fanily altars and living 
exemplary Christian lives. They did not leave tho religous teaching of 
ti.eir forefathers back in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and elsewhere, but fol- 
lowed their instructions and faithfully extended then dow to their chil- 
dren. There were also a number of strong, sturdy end superbrave young 
single men, who came, many of them however were married soon after thelr 
axrival, some of them having known the lady whom they chose for a 1ife 
companion before coming here. A common interest and @ common sympathy 
bound the early pioneers together with the strongest ties of helpfulness, 
consideration and friendship. 


The first settler in Grand River Tw., was James Nelson, who 
came in the fall of 1652 and located in Sec. 24. Hoe builit a little ca- 
bin 12 by 14 feet out of iinn logs, one log was split so as to leave a 
large oruck, this being the only provision for lighting the hone. 


Ransom Moon and his wife, formerly Polly Barker, came fron 
Indiana end were the immediate followors of Nelson in the fall of 1852. 
He took a clain in the timber on a fork of the river, which has since 
been Imown as the Moon Branch, in Sec. 27. In Feb, 1653 he built a 
pole cabin !2 by i4 feet. A Little later they relocated near the center 
of the towship in Bea. 22 and built a log oabin, in which they lived 
until 1666, when they built a frase house, where they lived until their 
death. This house still remains and is occupied, Soon after moving to 
their new home, their little three yenr old boy died and was buried in 
the south rart of their land. This being the first dexuth and burial in 
the vicinity, My. Moon gave a plot of ground, which contained this lit- 
tle grave, to the towmshin, which has alvays been knowm as the Moon 
Cenetery. Their dauchter, Elizabeth, later knom as Mrs. Adan Busch, 
had the distinction of being the first white child born in this Twp. 
Mrase Moon passed away in 1591 and Hr. Moon in 1699. 


In the fall of (852 Rev. Sanuel B. Barker, his son-in-law, 
A. J. Hasty, his brother J, 6. Bérker md his tio sons T. C. Barker and 
J. F. Barker and their fauilies arrived here from Indiana and entered 
land Nov. 9, 1852, S&S. Be Barker entering 20°00 ecres in the southwest 
part to the Tun. This extensive venture speaks louder than words of 
his energy and pluck and his faith in this new country. 


Soon after their arrival J. fF. Harker purchased the Nelson 
claim and the little 12 by 14 log osbin was made the home of Reve 5b. Be 
Barker and family, A. J. Hasty and family, T. C. Barker and family and 
Lewis Bragg and faaily, all at the sume tino, while their respective 
lands were being broken and their homes wore being built, Ir. Bragg, 
and family having come just previous to this purchase. During this tine 
the women and children slent in the house covering the floor from wall 
to wall, while the men occupied the covered wagons. In addition this 
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jabin was the stopping place for travelers and land-hunters, so it will 
as ily be seen that the house was crowled to its utuost capacity. 
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| The early settlers were somewhat limited in their supply of fi- 
nance for their many needs, such as farming impleients and provisions for 
their families. This was demonstrated at one time when Mr. Hasty and Mr. 
Barker and others went fifty miles to Des Moines to purchase breaking 
Plows and other necessities. On arriving, they found they did not have 
sufficient funds to pay for the articles needed and two of them had to 
remain and dig coal for a week for the plownaker in order to meet their 
obligation, the others returning home with their purchases. 


Rev. Samuel B. Barker was @ Baptist minister and truly a gospel 
pioneer and faithfully ministered to the spiritual needs of the people. 
He was aman of some means and perhaps did as much or more than any other 
person towards settling and improving the tovmship in the very early duyse 
Besides other achlevenrmts, late in 1653 he built a saw mill on Grand River 
in Sec. 17, which was designated as Barkor's Mill. It was operated for a 
number of years but abandoned near the time of his death in 1659. His 
wife, Sarah Barker, survived him until her death in May 1677. 


Early in 1653 the following persons arrived with their fanilles, 
John H. Bragg, John Bray, John H. Marley, A. Rusk, the Doty brothers - 
Preston, a hard-shell Baptist preacher, Sam, the carpenter, Evan, the mil- 
ler, and later Janes Doty, }nom as "The Greenback Legislator" came frou 
Union County. They all settled on land in the south part of the township 
and were @ real asset to the community. A number of other immigrants ar- 
rived this sane year and located in various parts of the township. 


) In 1654 0». We Barker, wife and fanily, son of Rev. 5. Be Barker, 
came from Indiana, taking land on a branch of Grand River and which beciise 
of this was know as "Barker's Branch." He held various tomship offices, 
anong which was that of supervisor, serving on the first board elected and 
also onened the first road in the tovmshin. lr. and Mrs. Burker and fanily 
were highly respected and extrenely hospitable to neighbors and etrangors. 


Also in 1654 John Thomas, with his bride of a few months, Philip 
Orsborn, Je Je Greer, Ethan Pindoll and their faailies cane and settled in 
Various parts of the tommshin. Mr. Pindell becane & large land omer, Was 
justice of the »eace for somo years and held other totmship cffices. 


Mr. Andrew Mobley and family came in 1654 and settled in what wa 
then know as "Lick Skillet" in the south «nd east central part of the Twp. 
‘From vhat source the name "Lick Skillet" as annifed to this district, was 
derived, no one seons to know, but it was no doubt very suggestive of the 
necessary econony of many of tho early settlers to utilize every particle 
of food that not an atom should be lost. 


Ur. Mobley's sister, lirs, Martha Wright, a widow (known by every- 
one as Aunt Patsy), her son William and her daughters cane with hin and 
settled in Sec. 15. Her daughter, Martha Wright, was one of the firat 
School teachers in the towmshin, teaching in a little log cabin near the 
Raneom Moon home, the only light in the Gibin being, through the cracks 
between the logs. 
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be mentioned later. Rov. Pearce and three of his sons, James, Elijah and 
Joshua served in the Civil War. The father, Janes Sse tas toute cane side 
by side in the same regiment in the 4th Iowa Infantry. James waa killed 
| on the battlefield at Kenesaw Mountain June 28, 1864. Mr. Pearce and 
| Elijah saw hin fall. They wrapped him in a blanket, dug a grave with their 
| own hands and buried him under an apple tree, carving his name on the tree. 
| Joshua, the youngest son, enlisted in the cavalry. He is still living and 
veryiactive at the age of ninety«three, He was a cornorel in the service and 
Gan still call his company roll from memory. In June 1937 he was unani- 
“mously elected department commander of the Colorado and Wyoming G@ A. R. 
and previous to that he was chaplain for three years. He lives in Denver. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Kivett come with their tvo children, Mary and 
Howard, in 1855 from Indiana and settled in the northwest part of the Twp. 
in Sec. 7 and built a log cabin. Soon after their arrivel, he also built a 
8aw mill on Grand River nesr their home, which was 4 great help to the 
new settlers in that location, however it was discontinued after a number 
of years. Besides farming and helping at the mili, he taught school and 
‘filled a number of township offices, being justice of the peace for sone 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Kivett had the unusual record of fixty-elcht years of 
married life, 1t being broken by Mr. Kivett passing away Feb. 13, 1915, 
Mrs. Kivett surviving him until her death August |, 1917. Their con, 
Howerd, recently passed avey at the age of eight4three, having lived on 
the sane farm for eighty-two years. 


| In 1855 James Pesrson ceme with his wife and eight children 
from Ohio. He entered two hundred acres of land in the southwest part of 
the towmship, in Sections 29 and 32. Three of his sons went through the 
Civil War, Milt, John snd Tom, the latter enlisting at the age cf ninetem 
in t86t. He was confined in both Libby and Andersonville prisons, having 
been in Andersonville prison from the time it was opened until the close 
of the war. He wes one of seven out of fifteen box car loads of prisoners 
transferred from Libby to Andersonville prison, who came out alive. 


In this sane year William Arustrong, Lee Rawlings, the Hick- 
mans, Hartsooks, Gilberts, Smiths and others with their families arrifved 
and settled in the south part of the township. Jim Smith is the only 
known survivor of the second generation, who cane to Grand River Twp., in 
the 50s, he being a samall child at the time his parents arrived here, and 
who has lived in the ssme vicinity continuously. Also in 1855 Newt Epperson 
camé and located near the south central line of our township, where he 
built a gaw mill early in 1856. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wu. Dunton Lee with their family of eight chil- 
dren came in May 1855, locating in Sec. 17 and built a log cabin. During 
the erection of their home, Mrs. Lee and the children remained with her 
Bister, who lived nesr Patterson, Iowa, until the home was completed in 
the fell. Among the older children were Holland and Oetavo, who in 1650 
married Angeline Barker, daughter of S&S. B. Barker. These two brothers set- 
tled on land in this sane vicinity. Of the daughters were Huldeh, who was 
one of the first school teachers in the tomship, teaching in the summer of 
1856 and later married Gordon Bennet, Didima, who married Sylvester Bennet, 
Alice, who later married E. G. Barker, Eliza, who married James Johnson and 
& younger son, Jim, who married Eunice Walker, all of whom established homes 
in Grand River Two. 
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= Mr. Lee had the first lumber sawed at the Epperson M121 and CS) 
& floor in his log house in 1856. He passed away in 3 4 fall of ‘ge 
leaving irs, Lee with the care of the farn with the heln of the smaller 
childron, as the older ones were narried and in their om honos, 
| Mr, and Mrs. J. C. Grandfield were born ad married in England 

and came to the United States in 1855 and to this township in 1256, A very 
Bed event entered their lives as they crossed the ocean, when their only ba- 
by was taken 111 and died ana tuey had to bury it at sea. However, they 
bore their sorrow with creat fortitude and established their new home in 
Grand River Twn., in Sec. 3%. Not jong after their arrival, Hr. Grandflela 


took un the study of mediaine and beaane a very useful asset to the coume- 
“nity in many ways. 

| 

| 


Mp, and lire. J. De Graven arrived and settled near the Kivetta | 
An 1856 and built a log cabin. Upon their return after an absence for a 
short time, they found their little home had bea blow dovm by a tornido. 
They then located near the center of the Twoe, in Sec. 22. In 1862 Nr. 
(Craven enlisted in the war aid continued in the service until it clo sed, 
with the exception of stx weeks, when he was hone on a siok furlough. Ile 
“passed away Nov. 21, 1276. When the Fost of the Grand Army of the Republic 
Was organized in Macksburg in the fall of 1677, 4t was naned the J. D. 
Craven Post in his honor, as he was the first vetoran to paga away in 
‘Grand River Township. 


In 1857 E. G. Barker another gon of Rov. S. B. Barker, cane fron 
Indiana. He was a young mun of sterling worth end taught the first school 
held in a frame building in 1858, previous schools having been held 4n LOG 
cabins, He later married Alice Lee and they settled in Sea. 21. 


| Me. Alexander Bonham game west from Ohio in (855 md uvon reach- 
ing Davenport, there being no conveyance across the country, ho walked 
from there to Grand River fowship. After looking the land over, he deci- 
ded to locate here, then retumed to Ohio. Early in 1057 he cane with coe 
vored wagons, bringing his wife and eight children. Dayid, Mary, Benjamin, 
Hannah and Tacy were the older children and a great help to thelr parents 
in their new adventure. They a1] stayed with Sanuel Barker and faaily un- 
til they could locate. Benjamin and Janes Pearce, Tasy's husband and von 
‘of Rev. Hirsn Pearce, enlisted in the service in tho eurly part of the war. 
Benjanuin roturned at the close of the war, but Janes was killed on the bate 
tlefield, as has been mentioned, and left his young wife a widow. 


Mr. Bonhan bought one hundred and twenty acres of Lond in Sec. 25 
from John Abrshama, who had vreviously cone to thia Twp., and entered land, 
but who located near Winterset. Hr. Bonham bullt & onc room log house 
about twelve by fourteen feet. They livod there for about one year, when 
in 1858 he built a4 large, commodious house near the log sabin. This new 
home was built almost entirely out of native walnut, the lumber being saved 
at the Epperson Mill. In 1888 they retired frou the furnm und moved to 
Macksburg, where they lived until their death. ‘Thoir only child born in 
Grand River Twp., Samuel EB, Bonhan, with his wife and family continued to 
live on the farm and in the 91d home until it was torn dow in 19091, when 
they rebuilt. The Par is now omed by their son, F. A. Bonhan. 
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a _ Mr. and Mra. Alexander Bonham lived exemplary Christian lives, 
aiways zealous for the advancement of God's kingdom in the church and 
neighhkorhood. The family altar was erected in their early married life 

| and many a weary traveler, as well as their om family, found much spirie« 

| tual help in the home, Mr. Bonham served as deacon in the Baptist Church 

| for sixty-six years = twenty-four years previous to their coming here and 

| forty-two years following the organization of the Bethesda Baptist Church 
jin their home in 1857 until his death Mar. 2, 1899. His wife, Susm onhan, 
‘passed away June 30, 1910 at the age of ninety-three years. They lived in 
devoted comnanionship for sixtysfive years. David Bonhan, their oldest son, 
married Miss Byancy Abrahams a few years after arriving here. They settled 
one mile north of his father's home, where they lived until their death. 


Mr. Joseph H. Mack was born in Ohio and came to Grand River Twp., 
in 1858. His parents being very poor, he started out to make his om way 

in life, when ten years of age. He worked early and late for a Mr. Parks, 
for six months for one dollar per month and his board. The following year 

& suit of clothes was added to his earnings and the vrivilege of attending 
Bchool three months. He vontinued in the service of Mr. Parks for a nun« 
ber of years. He chose the medical profession as his life's work and be- 
ing imbued with unlimited ambition and determination to succeed, he took 
‘advantage of every spare moment and opportunity for study to equip himself 
thoroughly for his chosen profession. He was strictly a self-made man. 


Having met in Ohio the lady of his choice for a life's come 
panion and who had come with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Bonhan, 
in 1857 to Grand River Twp., he determined to come west. Reaching Keokuk, 
Iowa, he came to Des Moines by steamboat. There being no conveyance from 
Des Moines to his desired destination because of impassable roads and high 
water, nothing daunted, he shouldered a very small trunk 13 x 14 x 26, 
which was only partially filled, but contained all of his earthly posses- 
‘Bions, and started to walk. Reaching the Racoon River, he with others, had 
to cross it in a hog trough made from a hollowed log and after several nar- 
row escapes, they affected a landing. He continued his journey on foot, 
wading streams and toiling through the mud, and passing through Winterset, 
he reached the home of Alexander Bonham in Grand River Two., at five P. M. 
June 5, 1858. 


On Aug. 22, 1856 he and Miss Hannah J. Bonham were wnited in 
marriage at the home of the bride's parents. Even though lir. Bonham's new 
residence was not yet completed and the floor Orily partially laid in the 
large and commodious living room, in which the wedding occured, it was a 
happy and joyous occasion, to which some of the neighbors were invited. 

At the time of their marriage, Mr. Mack possessed, as he supposed 469,00, 
but of this sum three $20,00 bills were on a bank in Indiana and when he 
endeavored to use them, he found the bank had failed and the money wag 
worthless, so he started out in married life with no resources but deter~ 
Mination, energy and pluck and the help of a devoted and brave little wife. 


: They located in Sec. 6. He cut dow the trees, sawed the logs 
into lumber, built his five room story and a half frame house, doing prac- 
tically all the work himself, and after eighty years have passed, it is 
Btill in fair condition and is the oldest house in Grand River Twp. He 
made nearly all of their furniture, including a walnut cupboard, a table, 
& rocking chair and a small stand, which are still in use in the home in 
Macksbure. 
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page avly in 1661, taking his family in a covered wagon, Mr. Mack 
drove to Ohio and entered a nedicel college. After coupleting his courso, 


they retumed to Grand River fovmehip, where he begen the practice of medi- 

Gine, relocating in Sec. 26, where he bulit another honé. iia soon entered 
the cervice and wes inmedlately anointed Hospital Steward and Surgeon und 
continued in this position until the reginent wae mustered out, ub the 
Glote of the wer. Upon his retum hone, he continued his practiaa. 


# My. and lirs. Lexis Jessuy and femily of ten children case in 1259 
and settied in Sec. 6, Thotr son, Martin, married Belvina Hoon ina PUP~ 
chased lend in the couth part of See, 15, tho only one of the children sete 
tling in Grend River Twp., so far as wa know. He entered the war and 
served his country unt!l mustered sut. 


iv, Wesley Cochran, cone of the early pioneers, was bom in Ghio, 

and when but 4 child was left an orphen. He first came to Grand River Twp. , 
in 1¢51, sn uncle, v, 2. Martin, accomnanyins hin. Wesley, being too young 
to take un land, his uncle nre-enpted elehty acres for hin, then his uncle 
returned to Iilineis, After a time Wesley also went to Tliinois, where he 
regained until Nov. t?6°, when he came here emnin and located in Bec. ie 
In Nov. 1°61 he was married to Miss Elizabeth Hanlin. ‘hoir first home was 
@ log cabin, which he bullt end where they lived for nine yeera. At that 
tine he purchased the adjoining eighty acres, on which was a small frie 
house, which he noved near their log cabin end nine years later, they built 
a large, comaodious hone, where they remained until their death. lr. 
Cochran passed away in March 1912 and Hrs. Cochra in Fob. 1929. He always 
geid he did not buy Land for saneculation, but for his family. They, with 
unlimited zeal, umbition and determination, besides being igavy stook ral- 
bers, because the Largest land omers in Grond River Tomshinp, having accu- 
Bulated about two thousand acres in one body, execent as narts of it were 
'~8eparated by public roais. They were hichly esteemed as neighborae and 
Gitizens and raised a family of seven sons and two duichters. 


In the very early sixties a Post Office was established in or 

near the J. De Craven homue, amd was given the name of Venus. aA. J. Haaty, 

Jo De. Craven, Sylvester Bennet snd others served as Fost liuster at various 

tines until it was dissontinued in t°74, when the Macksburg Post Office 
Was @dtablished. 


Mra. Anna Stevart and her son, Adan, oane to this Twp., in 1059 
and settled in Sec. 15, Later nurchasing iand in Sea. 1. Ta after years 
they, as well as others, head many stories to tell about the Indians, that 
still wandered through this country, when they first cune. 


L. F. cans, the Grays and Mi, Myers, a Dunkard preacher, cane 
with their fomilies in tho carly sixties and settled in the south md 
poutheust varts of the tomshin. Je Je Clark end the cheoenakers also came 
with their Paniles about the same tine and settled in tho southwest part 
of the totmmshin. 


In 1864 Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Tove ease and located in the north- 
west part of the Twp., in Sea. 7. Borldos farming and working at the car- 
penter trade, he overated the Kivatt sawmill. uch of the Lunber that 
was used by the carly settlers in that part of the Twp., in building their 
homes, Was sawed at this mill, which was a saat kt diperentin Ho 

a a ery store near the J. D». Craven hone, where he &lso 
Be eee oat acter of Venus, tho office being moved to hia store building 
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In 1873, when the town of Macksburg was laid out, he woved there and operated 
pent. at the first general stores. He served as mayor of the tow at one time 


and was justice of the neace for many yesrs. He was a man of high character 
— and esteemed by all who knew hin. ; | 


fn 1665 Mr. and Mrs. Sidnor Robinson, with their fanily of seven 
children came from Ohio and settled in the south centril pert of the Twp., in 
jthe district called "Lick Skillet." Later Mr. Robinson bought a feru in 
| Sec. 24. He was a very industrious man. Besides engsging in farming, he 
taught school in the winter, at odd times did carpenter work, helped at the — 
Epperson mill for a time and did many other lines of labor. Two eons, Wilbur 


and Edgar, and their daughter, Mary, who cane with them, are still living in 
Other parts of the state. 


| Mr. Andrew Schutz, a native of Switzerland, came in 1866 and settled 
in Sec. 20. He was married soon after nis arrival and built a log cabin. 
He was 4 very successful farmer and stockeraiser. They lived on this furm 
until their death. A son now occuples the old home. 


In (S67 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Whitworth came and settled in Sec. 2, his 
brother fom accompanying them. ‘Three other brothers came later. 


Mr. and Mrs. S. T. Ballard came from Illinois in 1857 and settled in 
Bec. 15. They were soon followed by Mr. and Mrs. John Wilbery, who also 
came from Illinois in 1868 and purchaged a farm in Sea. 10, then owmed dy 
Mr. Hoblet. Mr. Hilbery vassed away Mar. 21, 1899, It was not longs until 
Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Barnett, Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Arasmith and ir. and Mra, 
J. W. Pinckney arrived with their families and settled in the same vicinity. 
Mrs. Ballard, Mrs. Hilbery, Mrs. Barnett and lirs. Pinclmey were sisters of 
Mrs.Arasmith. The Pinckneys settled in Sec. 11. He filled a nunber of towme- 
Bhip offices and was justice of the peace for many years. 


Mr. and Mrs. B. N. Conaway came from Indiana Feb. 14, 1868 sand located 
in Sec. 29. He was engaged in farming and in 1€71 he wag licensed as a 
Methodist minister, having been an exhorter for two yeurs previously. F 
Was soon followed by other mombers of his fanily, who settled in Section 
19 and 29, these being his brother Frank and his father, whose name was 
"believe it or not" HALE COLUMBIA Conaway ~ CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS Logston 
purchased this land a few yeara later. 


Te 
S 


Having been called to minister to the Baptist people, Ney. and Mrs. 
Miller and family came to Grand River Twp., from Afton, Iowa in the f:ll of 
1866 and occupicd a small house in the yard of Dr. Mack's home in Sec. 26. 
Their daughter, Ella, was immediétely engaged to teach school in the little 
log school house near the Craven home. Rev. Miller, havins, previously nine 
istered to this organization in 1864 at their monthly mectings, he was at 
this time mede their regular pastor, which position he continued to fill for 
& number of years, and was their first pastor in the new church in Macksburg. 
In 1869 he built their home in the north central part of Sec. 16. He and 
his family were very helpful and adorable citizens. About 1676 their daughe 
ter, Ella, went from here to Burma, India, as armissionary. After a few 
yYars of service, her health failed and she returned home. Later she went to 
Alaska as a missionary. After returning from thero she located in South 
Pasadena, California, where she still lives and is now past ninety years of 
age. Her sister, Mrs. Frank Conaway, lives near her. 
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= Myre & . Toya x xe rar and Rey came here in 1869 and 
also hocat Seis S80. | 29. He: iost an aru in the Civil War, but 4% did not 
jeter him in his awbition to make good fn his chosen work as farmer and hea- 
vy stock-raiser. He and his wife Were intensely interested in the upbuild- 
ing snd religous influence of the community and were heavy contributors to 
the building of what was now as the West Brench Methodist Episcopsl Church, 
donating the ground uvon which the church was built end the adjoining land 
where the cémetery is located, where at death their mortal bodieg were laid. 
|Mrs. Conaway was a veritable prayer warrior and is well remembered todey by 
|60mne, who were intensely moved in childhood by the fervor end ecrnestness of 
|the Spirit-filled prayers that flowed from her ling. 


Mr. and Mrs. I. De. Harrison, the Porters, Griswolds and Rev. 
jand iiys. H. He Badley, who was a Methodist minister, and many others cane 
in the late 608 and settled in various parts of the towmship. 


Practically two decades have passed since the first knowm 
settlers came to this townshiy in the 50¢ and 60s, and as we enter in and 
pass through the 79s, tne new settlers increased so ranidly that it is ime 
Possible to enumerate them all. However many of the most infiuential and 
helpful citizens came curing this time. 


| Previous to mentioning those, who came in this decade, we 
wish to stats that one of the most important events occurring in the 708 
in Grand River eee was the surveying and Laying out of the tom of 
Macksburg in Sept. 1673, in the northeast corner of Sec. 16 by Dr. J. H. Mack, 
‘W. O- Lee, E. G. Barker and A. J. Hasty joining him in Laying out various 
portions of the om in edjoining sections. It was ut thie time given the 
mane of Macksburg in honor of its original founder. He laid out the tow 
Bround a square pioak of ground, which he donated for & public park for the 
use of the people of the town and comunity. Treas were set oul in it, 

Tom Waitewrta being employed to do the work. ‘This has made it a very useful 
Desuty spot. Around this park wost of the business houses have been built. 


| Early in i874 Dr. Mack built his home in Necksburg, and moved 
his family here from the farm four wiles southeast. At this same tine ie 
@lso built a two story bpullding across tho street from the southwest corner 
of the oublic park, which he used for drugs and weneral merchandise, the 
second floor being used for lodges, Grand Army Post and various similur 
gatherings. 


At this time the Post Office of Venus, one mile and a half 
south of the tow was discontinued and a Post Office was then estublished 
in Macksburg. Dr. Mack was appointed the first Postmaster, followed by 

renk Conaway, who was suecceded in a few years by J. D. Love ind 5 thera. 


The early merchants of the torm were Dr. monks de D. Love, 
Levi Wolfe, J. uw» Lee, L. £. Townsend, D. A. Sauyers and others. Several 
other lines of business were established and a nunber of péovle built 
homes and moved to Macksburg, woich hes always been an excellent trading 
point. 
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earlic @ pioneers were a number of preachers, the first 

uel ‘B, Barker, who was a Bantist minister ani was true to 

i was their first pastor, Goon Nov. Mira Pearse cae, who 

Baptist minister snd ‘conducted services rhenever the need arose. 
cv. paths cere Was @lso one of the early ninistors. On Hay 5, 155 a 
Bantist Society waa formed by Rev. Hiran Pearce vtth & nuuber of nexnibers and 
a 1057 the Bethesda Baotist Church was officially organized, Rev. &. B. 
Barker end Rev, Hirai Pearce officiating, in the little log cabin hone of 
dir. and Mra, Alexander Bonhan, soon after tholr arrival here. 


Services continued to be held in private hones and schooLlhouces, 
vorious ministers cervins them until a fow years later, wicn they built a 
church on & hill near the centor of Section 10. Neve iiram Pearce ws 
the first sastor in this church, serving the roorle until the fall of UB, 
} when he was succeoded by Rev. Thomas Miller, They worshipved there until 
(the church was built in Macksburg. . 


| Immediately upon the laying out of the town, De. and rae Hack, 

“realizing that the religous influence of tho commmity woo tho first end 
most important to be considered, they donated uw lots to the Bethesda 
Baptist Church org:nization, upon which tho chureh was built in tc7‘4. 

|Rev. Thomas Miller continued to serve thon as their first pastor in this 

jnew church, other ministers following as the yours wont bye 

1 


Also auons the early settlers were a nunber of ynersons, vho had 
been affiliated with the Methodist poople previous to coming to Gruna River 
|\Towmshine Desiring a chursh hone, societies Kane formed as early as ti5b 
jin various parts of the towmshin, holding their s sorviees in private hones 
jand schoolhouses, Rev, Janes Raw ines and Rev, He lie Hadley boing Llocct 
‘ministers in these vicinities. 


| In 167% a Sootety was formed in Macksburg ad in 1/76 the Leth- 
jodist Church was built under the supervision of Kev. A. thombrue, Dr. and 
iiigs,. Mack Giving the ground unon which 4% was located, Later th ey donated 
| two lots and a house ie & parsonage. The Ghurch was dedicated in Hente 

| 1°76 and Rev. A. Thombrue was their first pastor. Thies Church has been 
Continuously served by forty different ministers at vurious tines, the 
Reve ii, De Suumerbell being the presmt pastor. In the early days many 
|soule-stirrins revivels wero held in both the licthodiat and Septist Churches 
jand uany soul s were born into the kingdom of God. 
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‘4s now the yal burge Whon this town was laid out, he was one 
| (be 
we Dr. Commuck was an Indian by birth, his father waa a 35/4 
chief of the Narraganset tribe of Indians and his nother, a 3/4 Piquot. His 
| father was natur:iized und became a useful and honored citizen anony the peo- 
ple of Wisconsin, Ho united with the Methodist Enigcopal Church and held 
offices of honor and trust. 


. Cass Pindle casc in 1°73 and settled in Soa. 3. He is an exteisive 
land omer, not only in this township, but also in North Dakota and Canada. 
‘His wife massed away in May 1076. In Oct. 1693 he married Mrs, Julia Hilbery 
who is still living at the ave of ninety-five, bat has ben totally blind 
|for a number of yoars. ‘She is the only survivor of tho howls of femtlioa, 
‘who came in the 659 and Mr. Pindle is the only survivor of the heads of 
families coming in the 7°s, He is elohty-oicht years of age, and even though 
he io in poor health, sti21 attends to his extensive bucineds. They rotired 
Troms the farm and have bem rosidents of lacksburg for weny yeurs. 


| iy. and Hrs. Je We Clement ond family moved to Grmd River Tw., 
in 1074 ma first lived in the old abandoned Dethesla Church, ilch stood on 
1a hill about one half mile southwest of Macksburg. iirpe Clonent was 6 care 
penter by trade and was exployed in the erection of a gro.tor portion of the 
hones in this tow. While he was very eccentric, he was a useful eltizen 
and liked by all. He was & charter member of the Je De Graven Yost and waa 
very onthuslastio ccnceming all of its activities. As ho wus appointed to 
Gall tho meotings together, he wos fitly know as the G Ae Re. bugler. He 
‘gay aotive service in tho war in vractically every state in tho Confoderacy. 
Walle in the service, he cane vory near being hanged at one tine by a small 
company of rebels, but was rescued by &@ company of northern troons just in 
tine to save his life. He continued in service until discharged July 1665. 


Mr. Frank Conavay was married to Miss Anna Miller, daughter of 
Rey. and Mrs, Thomas Miller Dea. %, W7°%, They built their little furn 
home in Sea. 19 on West Branch, vhore they lived until the fall of 1°75, 
when they moved to Macksburg, They were a urent assot to tha tom and 
community. Ur. Conaway was Vostmaster for tw years. About this ame 
time att Orsborn and family moved here ond were also very helpful citizens. 
Both of these familios were very devoted Christians and cf great help in 
the shurch and neighborhood, The Conamys lator moved to south Pasadona, 
California, where they have a very palatial home. ir. Conaway possed 
away July 36, (935. 
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a Pres ¢ f tn 1075. on = 4 
u Lise et ee Gaudi ter of one of the | 
is une De ‘they et ones bul {1t « home in the north 
| 2, whore it continudd to live until thefr death. Mr 
febtbfully veryed the ‘peorle as e0xton of the ecretortes for about 
uy j Sours tn igs ather looal offices at various tincs, | irs, Busch 


wy dung t, 1927 ut tho age of eighty-three, ir, Busch followed 


pare 
wie 


Ay is Tee Pd death ne vith of tho samo yoar, nearing his elghty-thira 
eee At his voloase from oorthly auties, the tounehip “as ane 


pointed their daughter, Miss Vernio Fusch, who hed so ably assisted her 
‘father in this work for some yerre, to seceod bin as sexton of the four 
ceneteries of the tombs. 


Robert Herraa was born in Ingiand under the reien of King 


Goorge Wy and penuincd thore until coon after Quean Victorla was srowicd. 


Martin Van buren was President, vhen Uv. Herven came to the stato of Ver~ 
mont. Ho eccunulated consi devabie wealth at various tinos, but lost it 
All beoause of conditions beyond his control, first by fLro end then 


| by Flood, 


an 1°69 Me. Merron camo with his fanily to Wintorsot, whore 
he Was engaged ag nanavor of the Muncor and Uhite Woolen Mills, tattle 
there ho egain azeumulatod come meons and in 176 he purchased a fern 
in the wost sart of Grand Rivor Tomsahin in yoo. 19 md moved his fanily 
thera. This new adventure, aa in othor lines of businoss, in watch ho 
had nrpoviousiy bean engaiseal, proved vory suocesafal undor his careful 
and business-like nen svenomt and soon he besszne one of the forenost 
farnorg and ataekepatsors in this towvnshin. Tho storing traits of his 


| ohoraster wera rosognised by all and as oO man and oitiaci he enjoyod 


the high ragierd avi good Wiil of a12 with whom he coue in contrat mm 
19°25 thoy retired from the Parn 2d moved to iHaeksburg. fio passod Siry 


at his hone July 77, It. 


uy, and Mys. Levi Wolfe oane to Gemmd River Towischip in the 
Carly 79s ani lived in Sos. i7, whoro Mra, cfdomai pages x4 avay soon af tor 


their srrivet heee, About 1275 Mr. Wolfe watered tuo meracntile tiie 
|ness in Maskaburg, which he continued for a nae JOA Ge Ho ister ro- 


narriel end ene ct a farrni in Gece 4, Where they bully thoir home. 
After a number of yours thsy retired from the fara cil bullt a Lome ln 
Maskaburg, wiere they tived until thele death. Thele Christian influscnee 
wae felt by all xho Imew thom, aoc they vere very szoatous for the Lord's 
work and f-ithtul to s11 their church duties, Mr, Wolfo passed away 
Bar, 15, 1929, Urs. Wolfe surviving hin until her death Get. 24, 1923. 


Mr. end Mes. D. A. Sawyers and fanaily moved to Wackeburg 
about 7G. lire Bawrora orcened a drug store, which he gonductod for a 


‘number of yecrs. During a rorticn of this tine he was Postuastor of 


Heckcburg cnd lator enterad nae goneral m norentile ateiions They wore 
vory enfluential ond hol eful citizens. Mr. Sawyers was in tho servico 
during the crester nortion of the Civil War and was a member of tho 

G. Ae Re Post. 
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va ing and b aping of the rrescnoe of thin nost undesireble ovil, ne did 
mov rest or sicep witil he had personolly solleited aid ssaured the sige 
_hatures of every citizen in the town oxcopt tio, to annklailate this ne- 


Lh apious business. Ie then presented this petition to tho omer and offored 


| ceo nay hin for kis steak, if he would sell, whlch he rofuyod to do. 

vor Ww The next noming by « presarranged pian of Dr. Mack's, oightoon 
| Ladies net at the Bantéiot Church end after having & season of praycr, thoy 
| Darched to the saloon in gingle file with lps. Ania Millerton viay in the 

| Lou2. Dr. Mack had »receded them ana told the pFoprletor that a number of 
| the laiiec of the tow would coon bo there and that he was not to in any 

| Way oivtreat then and also veid he would not ba ressonoible for any thins 

| thoy might aay or doe 


Just at this time, whieh wap $0750 A, I tho Ladles onterce 
the gaiocn. After emrenusing thotr desire that the awoon bo Glored, th 
Owe? Ya Soon convinced thet he should consent te thelr procucst. Ne 
_ thon told Dr. liack ho could have hia utock. Tho doctor tumod te the la- 
| dies and said, "Ladies, thia salaccn belonyy to you. Do ay you whieh whth ite” 
It took but a fev minutos to got everything out of the prot and all was 
poured in and on o bruch hosp just acrouu the street, including bho clen 
and Govornnent License. Aftor pouring on ou eallon of of%, which vee there, 
& box of matehos which he had was dispensed amony, the LudLes, whe CUPS 
roundod the brush pile and vet Lt on Lire ond thus the Plvst, Lost und crly 
G2lcon over located in lackoburg was ommibilatad in love thin thirty-alx 
houra ofter Lts origin with ne deca to Ite ovmior, 


By this tine about ali the poopie cf the tom hea eosenbied, 
| 80 after a foy ranari:s hy De. Muck and Kev. Thoring Millon, the Bapthot 
‘Minister, thoy eang the Dovology und adjournod, feuliny toy hal gained 

; &@® Crest victory for tho morals of the litte tonun of LachalLurgee Thin was 
| on Oct. as 2166 


| Dr. Hack porsonalliy pala the saloon koupor 75,00 for bls 

| Gteck of goods, Rev. Thornbruo, tho Mothodist minloter, and ceme of tke 

eitizens, thinking thic was unjust, rotriburacd bin with (39.6, Houover, 

|} he used this cum in having tho village incorpornted, ce that a vote of 

| tho poavle would bo recossary bofore another seleon cowid bo cpened. _ Fue 
mediately following the final incorporation of the torn on Nov. 5, 1676,- 
De, lack was alestel the first mayor. 
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ades taught that this was broucht about. How= 
ver upon vresenting, the subject to the offictels, they felt that it was two 
Poat cn undertaking und would involve the towaship too heavily in the finane 
ial obligations, but the doctor, not being easily turned aside fron what he 
felt was a great need hore, told the trustess that hc wuld advance the ene 
| tire cost of the building and take the township's obligation for pay, permit- 
(ting them to meet it through a period of years. They aceenpted his offer and 


‘BSteos Were immediately taken for the erection of a building that would sccome= 
modéte the High School, also interucdiate end nyYinary grados. : 


| 
{ 
| 
i 
| 
| 


] 
it On Dec. 3, W77 tae long looked for event occurred, whieh was the 
Opening of the Macksburg High School with aa enrollment of thirty-nine stu 
dents. The sécond year this number wag nearly doubled with new pupils added 
‘@ech term thereafter, cesides a Largo enrolimont in the interucdiate ond 
|primary zrades. 


1 Professor C. G. Snelling, who was a very efficient and successful 
tescher, was the instructor of the High School from the first for six succes= 
‘Bive years. He wae thon followed for one year by G. We. Putterson, thon re- 
‘turned and taught the school for a yoar and wag then followed by T. H. Stone 
Tor ons year. Again Prof. wmniéglling returned for another year, then had to 
Yetire from the school vernanently because of poor heslth of himself and family 
‘The success of this eerly High School was evidenced by sore than one third 
‘of the enrollment, durins, the ten years, becoring for the ost vert success- 
‘ful teachers, many other students entering various profevsions, emonz which 
were «& number of ministers, doctors, music tenchers, shorthand revorters 

and other vocations. 

Following this period of ten years other instructors were euployed 
until ebout 1225, when this building, was torn down end the new sonrolidated 
Bschool building was erccted in Mackeburg, With wore uodera conveniences 
and ecuilpment. | 


; Apology is offered for mentioning the neme of uy father, Dr. Mack, 
60 frequently, but he wus so vitatiy interested in und connected with covery 
advance step taken in Grand River Township and especizlly in Mucksburg, that 
it has been absolutely impossible to pefor to these ites of interest without 
the mention of his name, hence f trust I wilt be pardoned for doling so. 3 Ei. 
tensive reference could be made of his four years in the Legislature as Kep- 
resentative of Madison County and the number of Dilis that he presnted, which 
are on the Statute Books of Iowa. Thero are also tony other ltens of interest 
to which we could refer, but wo refrain frou doing so. On Mar. 16, 1905, with 
@ statement that all was Well with his soul and praise to God upon his lips, 
hio spirit left his tenement of clay w be forever with his Redeener. ‘ oe 
Just following a remarkable vision of Jesus beckoning to her to como, Mre. als 
passed on to meet her Lord and husband Feb. 9, 1920. 
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7 15. 
; Mr. L. T. Townsend developed extensive busine 
_ Door Factory in Des Moines, but having beon burned Bey Teeine Fier 
dollar he had, hé gawe to Macksburg in Oct. 1877 snd entered into general 
merchandise business, which he conducted for twenty-nine years with the 
assistance of his wife and family. As time went by he invested in real 
estute and became the omer of about cne thousand wcres of land, He had 
much to do with the public affairs in Macksburg and held the po sition of 
justice of peace for many years amd was mayor of the town for some tine. 
He was one of the organizers of the J. D. Graven Post and one of the of- 
ficiais until 1% was disbanded because of the deaths of nearly ali of the 
Old dgoldiers. An extrenely sad event occurred in his life, when Irs. 
Townsend passed away July 7, 1899 a few days after being critically jn- 
Jured at the time of an explosion in tne store building, which tharoccue 
pied, when a porch roof in the front of the building fell upon her and 
crushed her. His demise occurred July 25, 1923 at his home. in Macksburg. 


Wr. and Mrs. E. G. Barker were aiong the tcarlics gettlers in 
the towmmship, as has been sreviously stated, but moved to Macksburg in 
the late 70s and were « real asset to the town and community and stable 
Supporters of the Baptist Church. Mr. Barker, better know ay Captain 
Barker, Was in the gervice and immediately after the close of the war, 
Way retained by officials in reconstruction work, when he was shot by an 
eneny and lost en arm. He was treasurer of Madicon County for four years 
at one time. In later years they moved to Palo Alto, California, where 
they passed away a nunber of years ago. 


In addition to the above numei persons, who cene to Grand River 
iwoe in the 70s, were the Rowe brothers, the Saxtons, John and Corsodore 
Abbott, John Herr, J, Me Keeney, the Cecils, Jonathan McKee, John ©. Hel- 
mick, George Mann and their families and meny others tco numerous to 
mention, ali of whom many interesting taings could be paid, but time and 
apace forbid. | | 2005168 


A Little later Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Martin moved to Macksburg 
from Afton, Iowa and opened a hardware store, which they conducted for a 
nunbér of years and then returned to Afton. While living in Macksburg, 
to them was born on Jan. (7, 1886 thelr son, “lean L. Martin, who 4s a 
pioneer in aeronautics. dle has won an enviable reputation as designer, 
inventor and promoter of aviation. ‘The Gienn L. Martin Motor Co., plant 
at Baltimore, Maryland is one of the largest aeronlene factories in the 
U. S. A. and perhaps in the world. Wr. Martin is the designer of ths 
United States navy planes of one hundred and fiftyeseven feet wing spread 
and is now building a bombing plane with a wing spread of one hundred and 
seventy feet. He was presented Collier's Trophy by President Roosevelt 
for the greatest achievement in aeronautics in America in 1932. Even 
though Macksburg is euch a little hidden away v llase, it has produced 
one of the greatest inventors of the age and wy are proud of Mr. Martin 
&g one of our own home town boys. 


As years went by the population increased vory repidly bo th 
by new settlers and births, as will be realized in stating that there 
were twelve pairs of twins in Grand River Township at one time. 
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F6 tak < u Seu years ago and ib du eetd w heave voen tho meee 
11 wun in Madison Gamty. 


ea Until of Lave years the town has bem woll supnllod with paye 
a in (870 De. Be Me Gonmuok cane te Grend Rivor nOTnOHL prec Kia | 
‘ing the Laying out of tlic village one year. Ho was yuite a favorite as 
-& physloian with a number of persona In tho tommmnity. Dee Mask sorved 
the people of this vicinity aa uhyaioctan wid curse: for aboub thirty 
yGars, after which hoe a1i to retire bosaise or falling health, Juat 
p¥evious to iis retircnont, Dr. Rawls osno to tale hts nlane. Ho had a 
Vory Successful novactise for many yeors ond thon moved ta Creston. Ha 
wes followed by Dr. Bernes. Am seuge OE Ai i phy sieton 5 cane at vore 


ious times, the Last of ok waa the Lato Dr. inllene, vio had a vory 
extensive orastice in and sround dine #4 Brieitde t:3 moving, to 


Winterset, Many of kis fattone centinued to oaploy him oven after ho 
Loft vse. 


Sinee the cerliect-eriod of this tovnchip, but few Less than 
& secre of pallroad rroyects have bem survoyo?d throu;h this tovritory, 
one survey having boon nedoa Just previous te the locating of the town of 
Mua eburge Had it not boon vo definitoly unde. cssad thet thin roa 
would be built from Les “cines to Kengse Gity, pas ane _MIPOUL h this lo- 
ostion, Waeksburg, would never havo been born, is that vas the rain rea- 
won for leaatin, the tawn hero. Uovevor, all nnaastd for ® railroad 
have utterly Patled, Lense to the Creat ag LOarnointoent ond dleadvin tae 
‘of the pcoplo, iackcburs continuos to be tic oaly inieni tomn in Tova, 
so fur as wo know. 


AGL Leaut teuaityefive of the carly Hecttlors of this tewnenip 

|; served their country in the Clyil Yar, while many soldiers, who hea cone 

| feon other locutions, vottled lore im Let oF your, each oP vhom deserve 

|} worthy mor GLond, but ve wuut pofpain from doling soe the borg from toile 

| township, “ho served in the Lute war, Gluo deserve oruck honor. 

| Taos Je Ds Graven Post of the G AR. us orgmmlacd bn 

| Hackvburgs by De, Mack, Le Ts Townsend, D. A. Saryrors md othera with e221 

|of the Civil Wer vetermi: in this vicinity becouing neubersa, kovever 
bine that tiue all of the old esol dL ci 1% , Who were Living in Grmnd Rivor 
fommeéehinp have misworcd the swueons of the Lact oaki. 

Later the Vouea's Relie? Corns Rae epyonizod tAth a number 
fof menbers, Tey orected & bullding asrosn the Str OOG from the southe 
east cormer of tic oiuare in “acksbure, tr hao tlweye boon known ap 
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Bee: our subject is "ohe Karly History of Geend Rivor Twp.," 
we have confined the items of this article as nearly aa possible to the 
Bon, 698 and 79s, but volumes more could be said about the poople of | 
@ach of these decades, both of the heads of Pausilies and thoir postority 
of several genorations, but since this article 1s too oxtonsive now, we 
must refrain from adding nore. 


Besause of blinded eyes to such on extent that I om neithor 
Bee to read nor write, it has bom nosossary to requost the assistance 
of some others. I wish to oxpress ny sincere appreciation to all, who 
/have given any Ltoms of information or assisted me in any way in con- 
piling this article, as I feel deeply indebtod to then. 


L714 8. Vinee Pte eete 2. ) 
Mes. Onle LoskeHixson. 


The above history was weiltten 
| by requost for tho 34th aAn- 
| nual Mooting of the Hadiuen 
| County Historical Facioety, ’ 
Waich was held April (2, 1933 
jin Winterset, Towa. 
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